November 23, 1963 



TBLZFH ,C C0..VET3«ri0. 

P'.iZS IT KJT JOl-NSJ. ArtD SENATOR 3MAT:i..RS* 



A Tall me, what Is their situation on the tax bill? I am going to 

meet with the Cabinet at 2:30 and X - 

3 I'll tall you what it is. I made a deal Just oonf identially, witn 

the knowlodge of the Waite douse with ^arry and the ^resident with 

dairy Byrd, that Ribicoff suid Long and aye elf and Ful bright would 
vote against any motion to take the bill away from the Chairman. 

If the Chairman would agree on that if we didn't tell the pre as 

j f , n0 " uI & ( apaar , 5 i?, ld - 

out off 3 tiae week of December 6th, that weekend, dow, I asked him the 
other day r^at Byrd was really trying to accomplish is to hold 

up the tax bill until he could prove that iennedy was going to have 
the budget announcement over one hundred billion dollars, see. So 
he oould then argue you know that we are financing this tax 
amendments, debt, eto. So I sort of felt him out with the 
approval of Renry Fowler, Joe Fowler, you know , and tell him 

that I would try to make another arrangement with Byrd ana if we, the 
r resident would come out and tell him now in December th::t what 
he thought his budget was going to be would Byrd cooperate and 
help them to get the clearance in the Executive Session overwith. 

So that we could at least when we close the Congress in Deoember 
we would at least have finished writing the bill in the Committeo. 

And X had Just gotten started on that good when we said well aa 
far as he was concerned he said I don't have any problem. He said 
your problem is Hartke's got six amendments. Gore’s got twenty, eto. 
oe said now I will, if the President will do that, I will try to 
expedite it, but he said I’ve got no Ssdiea&ftsB inkling, which is 
right, over Core. I -aid a agree with you, but if - 30 this is 
waat we are working on trying to get It into a position where by 
the time we end at Xmas we can go ahead and have a tax bill passed. 
Wow at the last Legislative breakfast you were not there. I very 
strongly said that I thought we haa enough votes on the floor 
to pass the tax bill tnis year. But we are going to require sort 
of "a Caesarian operation. We were going to have to go around Harry 
Byrd in the Committee. And Mansfield spoke up and said he didn’t 
want to do that and he thougnt we didn’t have that many votes. And 
so 1 said, and .Kennedy was there, withoufi pushing it too hard, 

Hubert was with me, I said now if Frank Valeo or somebody would 
go and ask every member of the Senate on our aide "will you support 
the tax bill and then put this condition in, would you sup. ort the 
the tax bill if it came over from the House and would you support 
it if it were added aa an amenament to some pending bill after 
a reasonable time had expired for the Committee (Finance) to operate 
ax in Executive Cession. I aald if we get those numbers figured out 
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thou *o ttIH know wnion way to 30 , but until wo do tnat and until 
we do that ana until wo know exactly how many vote a we've got, I 
don't know that and very frankly Mr. Pro ai dent Mr. MansfAeld is 
aorta poo-poohing the idea that wo can't do it. That way wo lose to 
mar.7 votes If we upset harry Byrd. So said you'd lose Hlbicoff, 
you'd X/ 33 Q others. I aaid don't believe you'd lose hibicoff and 
thesvguya - we Just can't - this is the type of bill you're either 
go^ny to vote for or against it and i tnink By doa I'll vote for it. 
4 otr if you want it .aesed this year 1 aaid you're going to hare to 
this is the only way 70U going to have to be able to do it. 

Do you think 70U could get hin to close hearings and table tnese 
amendments i the week and <§ive them reasonable the to explain 
it - thirty or forty minues and than table them and report it 
in ti e to puss it this year. 

I don't think Byrd will do make that kina of an agreement. I 
think that the only thi g he would do because ha really doesn't 
want it, you know, he's really agai st the tax bill. But I think 

Tell, $f you put that to him you didn't, then 70U could you have 
some justification for that 

That's right, that's right, *e oan put that to him. Now how 
Halleck, and these fellows, we were talking over there last 

night, tney are going to strong feeling, and I don't r. iw 

if you want to do it or hot, but the smart tnlng to do in light 
of developments would 00 fore you to get the appropriation bill 
through real quick and then Just 

No, no, I can't do tnat. Thut would destroy tne Party ana doscroy 
the election, ana destroy everything. ' ve got to carry on. Y<e 

can't abandon tnis fellow's program because is a national halo and 
they aro going to those people want his program passed and we've 
got to keep this Kennedy aura around us through this election. 

Yeah. Tell, in that connection 1 tnink I oan tell you I haa a 
moat Instinct visit wltn y jrw . x last night after we met with you 
le invited me over to his office to have a drink 30 I said 
sure so we went Shore and sat down and we wont into the intricacies 
wnicn might arise at the convention eto., and tne danger tnore would 
be if this if we let this break out into a liberal versus a conserva- 
tive fight in the Senate or anywhere else and give rospeon3ibility 
that he had eto. Now aa for m self, -iubert, and I think tnat the 
tne Jew ^resident haa Just got to have a liberal running wl th him 
as VP candidate and I am Just speaking for myself and I think my 
Sod that moat of the southerners would be for Hubert, and I said 
you'd have to keep them and their tiews in mind and keep things 
going, so he was not at all adverse to the idea and as a matter of 
faot does this I am non ^oir.g to tell anybody but I will have a 
onsnoe to talk to the President about it and I am going to Just 
tell him very fro.-kly that this- ha just one man's thinking but 
so :ie Jumps for It and I says that oan you hold Noe and canhold 
Paul and oan you keep them lined up. Ani he said wall I'm sure 
that I can. 
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He said well this ia going to be the problem. Ia to They have 
Just been cussing - they ape going to try to make the new President 
look immediately like he ia an old Texas oil man and that he i a 
now the •’’resident of everybody and durert says I couldn't agree 
with him more but 
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TELZPB08E MOTES ' * ;•'/ 

THE PEE3IDEHT AiiD SEHATOR 3MAIHBBS. 



A bofero I hove to leave. 

B Bow wo have eight Deaooratie and if ve tea get Bobby to stay with 
us. 
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He has told a* • end other people the t he w old - fought with 

ue to @tat off the end to bring it out this year. Bow then 

he vent to Byrd a little later oo and told Byrd that he had not 
oaid that. But he told Be to bj fane that he would do it. So 
with this ooat, - 

TPell the real problem ia what Ribieoff 



Ribiooff 'e enjoying hie independence froa Kennedy wary aueh and 
Bibleoff danled to ae tha ether day when I quoted to Byrd 
that Bibleoff would rote with us to expedite the ? try to 
have a vote this year'. Then Bibleoff t)eld ae 1 didn't have any 
right to do that and 1 had to go teU tod that I had apparently 

88 14 ■ uu * — or,. «or. 

part »d ve don't know really what 

Are you already eountlng Bibleoff? 

I am eountlng Bibleoff. 
do it. 



With Bibleoff and with Kor ton wo can 



Tou're got to hare both of them. 



We’re got to hare both of the*. 

Wall that mean* if you oould get those two and amendment* 

and report a bill* — 



Right* 



ia 

It will be a long/two weeks. 



1 think we oan do it? in two weeks. 

How many nor* witnesses you got. \ 



Oh. oo ' vo got SB to go and By d has agreed to out the hearing 
20*^1° i D m!^t*L 8th 1 -f ad *1/ 5*’* gotten rid otfabout 

so “ g« b 5S 4bOQt 18 *° TO h&m only g0t 4bout 



What of your holiday*. 
Thanksgiving. 



What are you planning on holiday* - 
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Jiolidays 1 plan ©n to start on Thursday you know ww are haring 
a holiday hers Monday and Tuesday I guess there is going to be 
ono day so I guess there are only two -ore days in this sowing up 
wekk* This Then that puts As into Doesnber so there is one more 
wekk of publio hearing 

Well th en you mean it will go srer Monday and Tuesday you won’t 
haTs anything and wo will probably have a joint session probably 
Wednesday 

Wednesday - and that wee * 

Well then you won’t hare anything that week, 

Byrd dowsnt plan any hearings frow now onto that week on 
Thursday on the grounds that there wouldn’t feo • .e oouldn’t set 

a quoru*. Se told me. That hare told him they TO u3d 

gono<> 

hAB b f* n 8<slag do,-a *** Mvoaning a oaapalgn down there 
d2«\£e£r Q a r0Ugh S ® in *' Jttj •TthTdefet selling 

Tou think we ought to have a Joint session? 

tiSibirpSjttTs y c?« # ss*iSd Sja iTj;Sr y ;;uwio? ilnk 

1 OU£h “ *° * ,k th *“ ■••■ion to p U . . t« bill 

B I think you got to say that the eountry needs it yes. And the 

SfTtSS «,T*5r M Prii<!J 0U i d T®»* y h ° P * lt ean bo Paaeed. 

inlrl % bH t ^ president, I hate to see you sake that a big 
issue, but I am afra id we aro aot going to bo able to de it.! aa 

2£g £S r .V ‘L'Wft 40 *?, 4 14 p “ ,,d * 1 - 

A Don't say anything about this eanwsrsation or about the Joint 

Session beoauae I don t kno® when the funeral i« and I don’t know 
J ^ H f®- a S &© 4© && and 1 have get to talk to scese of the other 

S* 1 *f at#d t0 giT * thought to it and if you think 

about it if you haw any suggest iona eall » . * 

B 1*11 do it. 



A 

B 



A Thank you, 

B T h a nk you air, • 
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Norember 23, 1963 2:10 p: 

NOTES 

TELEPHONE CALL 

THE PRESIDENT TO SENATOR S MATHERS * 



The President told Senator Sma there he wu going to meet with the 
Cab inet at 2:30, and ashed the situation of the tax bill. 

The Senator then brought the President up to date on the status of the 
bill. 
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